Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BRASIL 05745 011554Z 

51 

ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO INR-11 IO-14 MED-03 NSAE-00 PA-04 

RSC-01 SCA-01 SCI-06 USIA-15 PRS-01 CIAE-00 AID-20 

FDRE-00 DODE-OO SCS-03 PC-10 EB-11 COME-OO AGR-20 

DRC-01 /142W 

066327 

R011520Z JUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4829 
USPHS WASHDC 
CDC ATLANTA GA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRASILIA 5745 

FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM RIO DE JANEIRO DATED 31 JUL 74 
ACTION BRASILIA INFO SAO PAULO BEING REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION: 
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1. FOLLOWING COMMENTS REGARDING CURRENT MENINGITIS PROBLEM IN 
BRAZIL WERE OBTAINED BY CONGEN OFFICER JULY 31 DIRECTLY FROM 
DR. VINICIUS WAGNER. DIRECTOR OF PROPHYAXIS DEPARTMENT OF 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND HEAD OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR CONTROL OF 
MENINGITIS, RECENTLY CREATED BY MINISTER OF HEALTH. COMMITTEE 
BEGAIN SESSION IN RIO JKLY 29. 

2. THE OFFICIAL NOTE ISSUED BY MINISTRY OF HEALTH ON JULY 30 
AND PUBLISHED IN JULY 31 PRESS REFLECTS ACCURATELY THE GENERAL 
PICTURE OF PROBLEM IN THE COUNTRY AS SEEN BY BRAZILIAN HEALTH 
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THE MINISTRY HAS SO FAR BEEN ABLE TO GATHER FOLLOWING SPECIFIC 
FACTS ABOUT PROBLEM: 

(A) THE HEAVIEST INCIDENCE OF MENINGITIS THIS YEAR HAS 
OCCURRED IN SO-CALLED GREATER SAO PAULO AREA, I.E., IN CITY OF 
SAO PAULO AND NEIGHBORING TOWNS. NUMBER OF CASES IN THIS 

AREA HAS GREATLY EXCEEDED EXPECTATIONS FOR WINTER MONTHS AND HAS 
ASSUMED EPIDEMIC CHARACTER. AT PRESENT, THE SITUATION IS COMPLETELY 
UNDER CONTROL AND THE PICTURE IN INTERIOR OF THE STATE IS 
ABSOLUTELY NORMAL. OFFICIALLY, NUMBER OF PAITIENTS INTERNED IN 
SAO PAULO HOSPITALS ON JULY 30 WAS 1,640. 

(B) THERE WAS AN INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF CASES IN THE WESTERN 
PART OF PARANA, AS COMPARED WITH LAST YEAR, BUT SITUATION IS 
UNDER CONTROL. 

(C) THERE WAS A MODERATE INCREASE IN NUMBER OF CASES IN STATE 
OF RIO GRADE DO SUL, BUT SITUATION IS ALSO UNDER CONTROL. 

(D) A SMALL INCREASE IN NUMBER OF CASES HAS OCCURRED IN GOIANIA. 
SITUATION IN THAT AREA, HOWEVER, IS UNDER CONTROL. ADDITIONALLY, 
BRAZILIAN HEALTH AUTHORITIES ARE CARRYING OUT A SURVEY IN THE 
AREA REGARDING EFFECTIVENESS OF VACCINE AND OTHER RELATED ISSUES. 

(E) THERE WAS AN INCREASE IN INCIDENCE RATE IN SCBRADINHA, 

NEAR BRASILIA, BUT SITUATION IS COMPLETELY UNDER CONTROL. 

(F) PICTURE OF THE PROBLEM IN THE REST OF THE COUNTRY, INCLUDING 
THE STATE OF GUANABARA, IS NORMAL AND NUMBER OF CASES IS WITHIN 
EXPECTATIONS. 

(G) MORTALITY RATE AS A RESULT OF MENINGITIS IN WHOLE COUNTRY 

HAS BEEN SMALLER THAN WOULD NORMALLY BE EXPECTED UNDER CIRCUM- 
STANCES. NO COUNTRY- WIDE TABULATION OF NUMBER OF DEATHS APPEARED 
TO BE READILY AVAILABLE. 

(H) PEAK OF MENINGITIS NORMALLY OCCURS AT END OF 3-YEAR CYCLE. 

SINCE THE PRESENT CYCLE IN GREATER SAO PAULO AREA STARTED IN 1971, 
THE INCIDENCE OF DISEASE IS EXPECTED TO DECLINE IN THAT AREA 
STARTING THIS SUMMER, I.E., DECEMBER 1974. 
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(I) GREATEST OVERALL INCIDENCE OF MENINGITIS IN COUNTRY HAS 
BEEN FOUND IN THE O - 15-YEAR AGE BRACKET. 

(J) AS SOON AS MINISTRY OF HEALTH HAS BEEN ABLE TO COLLECT 
FURTHER DATA, THEY WILL BE RELEASED. MILLER UNQUOTE 
CRIMMINS 
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